b a Absolute risk is calculated by dividing the number of individuals who experience an undesirable outcome by the total number of individuals exposed to the situation or risk factor. b Certainly, this estimate could be refined -but the general magnitude is not likely to change much. For instance, the US Census Bureau estimates that 8.8% of families in the United States in 2007 did not have a car. 8 While it would be reasonable to assume that even children in these families traveled in a car at some point during the year, assuming that none of them did would Drop side crib mortality estimates:
The CPSC and many news articles emphasize that at least 32 and as many as 46 children died in drop-side-crib accidents from 2000 to 2010. 10 But, again, this is just the numerator in a calculation of risk, and estimating the denominator, that is, the number of children who slept in drop-side cribs during this time period, is difficult.
We do know that drop side cribs were quite popular starting in the 1990's, eventually constituting up to 50% of the market, though that dropped off to 18% by 2009. per 4,000,000, or about 1 per 100,000. That's about the best we can do in estimating the mortality risk for children sleeping in drop side cribs.
These estimate of risk of FFCS and drop side cribs are just for mortality, rather than for morbidity. This reflects the fact that information available about injuries is even more incomplete than for deaths.
Lap children:
Things are even worse for making an estimate about the risk to lap children. Nobody knows how many lap children are injured or killed on airplanes, much less the total number who travel this way. In its recommendation, the NTSB instead utilizes general reasoning and anecdotal evidence, such as cases where children who were injured might have been protected by being in a car seat.
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Importance of the numbers:
The difficulty of making estimates about absolute risk and risk reduction for the relevant situations -and the need to rely on speculative assumptions -highlights the limitations of what is currently known. This could be an immediate red flag for the proposals: One could conclude that we need to gather more data before putting any of these recommendations into place.
result in only a small change in the estimated risk of mortality: resulting in a risk of approximately 1.6 or 1.7 per 100,000 rather than 1.5 per 100,000 children per year. c Personal communication, Mike Dwyer, Executive Director, Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association (JPMA).
